
Transportation Needs and Priorities
The MTP evaluates transportation needs using available transportation data, socioeconomic and 
development trends, existing plans and programs, agency coordination, and the metropolitan 
planning process. The assessment identifies needs related to transportation safety; roadway 
operations and mobility; pavement, bridge, and infrastructure preservation; freight and rail 
transportation; public transportation and mobility; pedestrian and bicycle connectivity; accessibility; 
and coordination between transportation and land development.

Safety remains a fundamental consideration. Available ODOT crash information identifies fatal 
and serious-injury crashes at multiple locations across the transportation network, reinforcing the 
need for continued data-driven evaluation rather than if a single roadway or improvement type will 
address regional safety concerns. Transportation projects should consider crash history, roadway 
characteristics, traffic conditions, intersections, pedestrian and bicycle activity, railroad crossings, and 
other location-specific factors when improvements are developed.

Preservation of the existing transportation system is also a central long-range responsibility. 
Pavements, bridges, traffic-control systems, drainage infrastructure, sidewalks, trails, and other 
transportation assets require continued maintenance and reinvestment. The MTP emphasizes 
preservation alongside new capital improvements so that existing infrastructure can continue to 
provide reliable service while future transportation needs are addressed.

Roadway operations should similarly be evaluated according to documented conditions. Traffic 
volume alone does not establish the need for additional capacity. Intersection operations, turning 
movements, traffic signals, access, freight activity, railroad crossings, surrounding development, 
safety conditions, and other factors should be considered before determining whether an 
operational, intersection, access-management, technology, reconstruction, or capacity improvement 
is appropriate.

Active transportation planning emphasizes improving connections between existing facilities and 
destinations, integrating pedestrian and bicycle accommodations into roadway projects where 
appropriate, improving safety and accessibility, maintaining existing facilities, and coordinating 
planning and funding among CTMPO and its transportation partners.
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Public transportation provides another important component of the regional system. Enid 
Transit provides demand-response service within Enid, supplemented by regional and specialized 
transportation providers serving Garfield County and surrounding areas. Transit is particularly 
important for access to healthcare, employment, shopping, public services, and other essential 
destinations. The MTP recognizes that effective mobility also depends on coordination among 
providers and on safe and accessible connections between passengers, transportation services, and 
their destinations.

Walking and bicycling are incorporated into the transportation system through sidewalks, trails, 
bicycle routes, shared-use facilities, roadway crossings, and accessibility improvements. Existing 
facilities provide a foundation for active transportation, while ongoing City and ODOT investments 
are expanding pedestrian and trail connections and incorporating ADA-accessible pedestrian 
improvements into roadway projects. Current efforts include pedestrian improvements associated 
with US-412 and US-81, the South Enid/Vance Air Force Base trail connection, Prairie Ridge sidewalk 
improvements, and the City’s ongoing Sidewalk Repair Partnership Program.



Goals and Policy Direction
The MTP establishes six goals that provide the policy foundation for transportation decision-making 
through 2050:
	 1.	 Safety and Security – Ensure a safe and secure transportation system for all users. 
	 2.	 Infrastructure Preservation – Preserve and maintain the CTMPO transportation 
		  system 	in good condition. 
	 3.	 Economic Vitality – Provide an efficient and well-connected transportation system 
		  that supports a healthy and competitive economy. 
	 4.	 Mobility, Accessibility, and Quality of Life – Enhance connected transportation 
		  options that improve daily life for all residents. 
	 5.	 Environment – Protect natural resources and public health while supporting 
		  transportation choices. 
	 6.	 Resiliency and Reliability – Ensure reliable movement of people and goods by 
		  improving the transportation system’s resiliency and adaptability. 

These goals are supported by policies addressing transportation safety, infrastructure condition, 
freight movement, accessibility, multimodal connectivity, transportation system operations, 
economic development, environmental considerations, resilience, emergency response, technology, 
and data. Together, they establish a consistent basis for evaluating future transportation investments 
and coordinating decisions among CTMPO and its partners.

Projects, Funding, and Implementation
Implementation of the MTP will occur incrementally through local, state, federal, transit, and other 
transportation programs. The financial framework recognizes that projects within the plan are 
at different stages of development. Some improvements have established programs, schedules, 
or funding, while others remain planning-level concepts requiring additional study, engineering, 
environmental review, right-of-way or utility coordination, funding, and public involvement. The 
MTP therefore does not assign unsupported costs or imply that planning-level projects are funded 
commitments.

Appendix A – Transportation Project Inventory and Implementation Program provides the 
project-level connection between the MTP and future implementation. It includes transportation 
improvements identified through local and state programs together with planning-level priorities 
developed through the MTP. Projects are organized as Near-Term, Mid-Term, Long-Term, or Ongoing 
to communicate their general implementation horizon while recognizing that actual schedules will 
depend on funding, project readiness, agency priorities, engineering requirements, and coordination.

The project inventory includes City of Enid roadway reconstruction, widening, pavement 
preservation, and local street improvements; North Enid transportation priorities; and CTMPO 
planning-level priorities addressing major corridors, railroad crossings, freight access, safety, 
transportation system operations, resiliency, active transportation, transit accessibility, and regional 
connectivity. Inclusion in the MTP does not constitute project approval, environmental clearance, 
funding authorization, or a commitment to construction. Planning-level improvements must advance 
through the appropriate project-development process before implementation.
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The MTP also establishes a continuing process for monitoring transportation conditions and 
implementation progress. Future Transportation Improvement Programs, local capital programs, 
ODOT programming, corridor and safety studies, transportation data, performance measures, and 
subsequent MTP updates will provide opportunities to refine priorities and move projects toward 
implementation.

Moving Toward 2050
The CTMPO 2050 MTP provides a practical framework for managing the metropolitan transportation 
system while preparing for future needs. Its central direction is to preserve and improve the 
transportation system already in place, address documented safety and operational needs, maintain 
reliable regional and freight connections, improve accessibility and transportation choices, coordinate 
transportation with community and economic development, and make investment decisions that can 
be supported by available resources and defensible transportation information.

Public and stakeholder involvement remains part of this process. CTMPO’s adopted public 
participation procedures provide the framework for public access, review, and comment on the 
MTP. The formal public meeting and final public review associated with the draft 2050 MTP will 
be documented as that process is completed, with supporting public involvement documentation 
included in Appendix B.

Ultimately, the MTP is intended to be a living regional transportation framework rather than a fixed 
list of construction commitments. Transportation conditions, project priorities, available funding, 
technology, development patterns, and community needs will continue to change between now 
and 2050. Through continued coordination among CTMPO, local governments, ODOT, public 
transportation providers, federal agencies, railroads, and other regional partners, the plan provides 
the foundation for making future transportation decisions in a coordinated, financially responsible, 
and performance-based manner.



Introduction and Planning 
Context

The Chisholm Trail Metropolitan Planning Organization (CTMPO) is the federally designated 
Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Enid metropolitan area in north-central Oklahoma. The 
2020 Census identified the Enid, Oklahoma Urban Area with a population of 50,194, placing the area 
above the federal population threshold for metropolitan transportation planning. CTMPO provides 
the regional forum through which local governments, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation 
(ODOT), public transportation providers, and other transportation partners coordinate long-range 
transportation planning and investment decisions.

The CTMPO 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) establishes the long-range framework for 
the metropolitan transportation system through 2050. The plan documents existing transportation 
conditions, evaluates demographic and economic trends, identifies transportation needs, establishes 
regional goals and policies, and identifies strategies and proposed improvements intended to support 
safe and efficient movement of people and goods. The MTP addresses roadway, freight, rail, public 
transportation, active transportation, system preservation, accessibility, economic vitality, and other 
transportation considerations within the metropolitan planning area.

Development of the MTP is grounded in the continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive 
metropolitan transportation planning process established by federal law. The plan is intended to 
guide regional transportation decision-making while maintaining consistency with applicable federal 
requirements, ODOT planning and programming processes, local plans, available financial resources, 
and community priorities. The sections that follow describe the metropolitan planning process, the 
CTMPO planning area and regional role, the federal planning framework, coordination with local 
planning efforts, and the public involvement process used to support development of the MTP.
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Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process
Metropolitan transportation planning is a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive process that 
links long-range transportation needs with shorter-term programming and investment decisions. 
CTMPO carries out this process in coordination with ODOT, local governments, public transportation 
providers, federal transportation agencies, and other regional partners. The process considers 
all modes of transportation and provides the framework for developing plans and programs that 
respond to current conditions and anticipated future needs.

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan is the principal long-range transportation planning document 
for the CTMPO area. Federal regulations require the MTP to address a planning horizon of at least 
20 years and to consider existing and future transportation demand, land use, population and 
employment, economic activity, system performance, and other factors that influence transportation 
needs. The MTP establishes the regional policy and investment framework; it does not, by itself, 
authorize construction or commit funding to an individual project.

Near-term implementation is addressed through the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The 
TIP is a financially constrained program covering at least four years and must be consistent with the 
adopted MTP. It identifies transportation projects and project phases proposed for federal funding 
or federal action, together with applicable cost, funding, and implementation information. Through 
this relationship, the MTP establishes the long-range direction, and the TIP provides the shorter-term 
programming mechanism for projects that are ready to advance.

CTMPO also maintains other federally required planning products that support this process. The 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) identifies the metropolitan transportation planning 
activities to be carried out during the program period; the Public Participation Plan (PPP) establishes 
procedures for involving the public and interested parties in transportation planning; and the 
Annual Listing of Obligated Projects documents transportation projects for which federal funds were 
obligated during the preceding program year. Together with the MTP and TIP, these products provide 
an ongoing framework for regional transportation planning, public involvement, programming, and 
accountability.

The CTMPO Transportation Technical Advisory Committee and Transportation Policy Board provide 
the principal organizational structure for the metropolitan planning process. The Technical Advisory 
Committee coordinates transportation issues at the technical level, reviews transportation plans and 
studies, develops the TIP, and provides recommendations to the Policy Board. The Transportation 
Policy Board serves as the final approval authority for CTMPO transportation planning and approves 
the MTP, TIP, UPWP, and other major metropolitan planning actions. This structure provides a clear 
connection between technical analysis, agency coordination, public involvement, and regional policy 
decisions.



CTMPO Planning Area and Regional Role
The CTMPO provides regional transportation planning for the Enid area in Garfield County. The 
CTMPO planning area includes the communities and transportation facilities that are considered 
together when evaluating regional travel needs, future improvements, and transportation 
investments. This boundary provides the geographic basis for the transportation analysis and 
recommendations presented throughout the MTP.

Enid is the primary population and activity center within the planning area. The 2020 Census 
recorded 51,308 residents in the City of Enid, while the Census-defined Enid Urban Area had a 
population of 50,194. These figures represent different geographic areas. The City population applies 
to the Enid city limits, while the Urban Area reflects the developed area identified by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. CTMPO uses its adopted planning-area boundary for regional transportation planning.

The regional transportation network is anchored by several U.S. and state highways that connect 
Enid with communities and economic activity throughout north-central Oklahoma and beyond. US-
60, US-64, US-81, and US-412 are the primary highway corridors serving Enid and Garfield County, 
supplemented by state highways that provide additional regional connections. Together, these 
corridors support local and regional passenger travel, freight movement, access to employment and 
services, and connections between the metropolitan area and the statewide transportation system.

Transportation within the CTMPO area also includes local streets, public transportation, rail and 
freight facilities, sidewalks, bicycle and trail connections, and other supporting infrastructure. Looking 
at these transportation elements together allows CTMPO and its partners to identify needs and 
consider improvements from a regional perspective.
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FIGURE 1-1: CTMPO METROPOLITAN PLANNING AREA BOUNDARY

SOURCE/DATA: CTMPO/CITY OF ENID OFFICIAL METROPOLITAN PLANNING AND BOUNDARY AND GIS DATA.
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The planning-area boundary shown in Figure 1-1 establishes the geographic context for the 
transportation system inventory, socioeconomic analysis, needs assessment, and project evaluation 
presented in subsequent chapters. The next section describes the federal planning framework and 
requirements that guide development and maintenance of the MTP.

Federal Planning Framework
Federal transportation requirements provide the overall framework for metropolitan transportation 
planning while allowing each MPO to develop a plan that reflects local and regional needs. For 
CTMPO, the 2050 MTP must look at least 20 years into the future and consider both current 
conditions and expected changes in population, development, employment, travel, and economic 
activity. The plan must also address transportation as an interconnected system that includes 
roadways, public transportation, freight, walking, bicycling, and other travel needs.

Federal planning requirements identify several broad topics that MPOs are expected to consider 
when developing transportation plans and programs. These include economic vitality, safety and 
security, access and mobility for people and freight, environmental quality and quality of life, 
connections between transportation modes, efficient system operation, preservation of existing 
infrastructure, system reliability and resilience, and travel and tourism. These topics are reflected 
throughout the CTMPO MTP rather than treated as separate stand-alone requirements.

The federal planning process also emphasizes the use of measurable information to support 
transportation decisions. CTMPO coordinates with ODOT and public transportation providers on 
applicable transportation performance measures and targets and uses available information on 
safety, infrastructure condition, system performance, and transit to help identify needs and evaluate 
progress. This approach supports investment decisions that respond to documented transportation 
conditions while remaining appropriate for the size and needs of the CTMPO planning area.

The CTMPO Policy Framework translates these broader planning requirements into goals and 
policies that are specific to the Enid metropolitan area. Those goals and policies provide the 
common direction used throughout the MTP to evaluate transportation needs, consider proposed 
improvements, guide investment priorities, and monitor progress over time.

Coordination with Local & Regional Plans
The CTMPO 2050 MTP is designed to work 
alongside existing local and regional plans 
rather than replace them. Transportation 
decisions are closely connected to land use, 
development, public services, economic 
activity, recreation, and community 
investment. Reviewing these related 
plans helps CTMPO understand where 
transportation improvements can support 
broader community goals and where future 
growth may create new transportation needs.

The City of Enid maintains several plans and 
studies that provide useful context for the 
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MTP. Envision Enid, the City’s comprehensive plan, establishes 
a broad framework for future growth and development 
and includes recommendations related to transportation 
and future land use. The City also maintains an Enid Trails 
Master Plan that addresses recreational and transportation 
trail needs, as well as road improvement programs used to 
guide reconstruction, widening, resurfacing, and other street 
investments. These documents provide local context for 
the transportation conditions and needs evaluated in later 
chapters of this MTP.

Coordination also extends beyond City plans. ODOT planning 
and programming activities affect state and federal highways 
within the CTMPO area, while Enid Transit provides public 
transportation service within Enid. North Enid, Garfield 
County, and other regional partners also have transportation 
interests that may affect travel within the planning area. 
CTMPO provides a forum for these agencies and communities 
to coordinate transportation priorities and consider how individual projects fit within the broader 
regional system.

Related plans are used as supporting information, but the MTP does not automatically carry forward 
every recommendation from an earlier plan or study. Projects and strategies included in this MTP are 
considered in light of current transportation conditions, documented needs, available information, 
regional goals, and the CTMPO Policy Framework. This allows the 2050 MTP to build on previous 
planning work while reflecting the needs and priorities identified through the current planning 
process.

Public and Stakeholder Involvement
Public involvement is an important part of the metropolitan transportation planning process because 
transportation decisions affect residents, businesses, travelers, public agencies, and transportation 
providers throughout the CTMPO area. CTMPO’s Public Participation Process is intended to 
provide reasonable opportunities for people and organizations to participate in the development 
of transportation plans, programs, and projects and to comment on the decisions that shape the 
regional transportation system.

For the 2050 MTP, public and stakeholder input is used alongside transportation data, local and 
regional plans, agency coordination, and technical analysis to help identify transportation concerns 
and priorities. Input received through the planning process helps provide local context for issues 
such as roadway safety and condition, mobility and accessibility, public transportation, walking and 
bicycling, freight movement, and other transportation needs.

CTMPO’s Transportation Technical Advisory Committee and Transportation Policy Board also provide 
ongoing opportunities for coordination and public discussion as the MTP is developed and considered 
for adoption. The Policy Board is responsible for ensuring that established public involvement 
procedures are carried out for major transportation planning activities. CTMPO’s adopted Public 
Participation Process provides for public notice, review, and comment on the MTP, including a 30-day 
public review and comment period for plan adoption.
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Public input is one part of the overall decision-making process and is considered together with 
documented transportation conditions, project needs, available funding, and the goals and policies 
established for the MTP. This approach allows community priorities to inform the plan while 
maintaining a clear connection to the transportation analysis presented in later chapters.

[INSERT PROJECT-SPECIFIC PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SUMMARY HERE][INSERT PROJECT-SPECIFIC PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SUMMARY HERE]
summarize the outreach methods used for the 2050 MTP, Include dates, participation totals, survey summarize the outreach methods used for the 2050 MTP, Include dates, participation totals, survey 
response counts, response counts, 

Together, the planning framework, regional coordination, and public involvement described in 
Chapter 1 establish the foundation for the transportation system and community conditions 
evaluated in the chapters that follow.



